Marseille
—France

After years in the doldrums Marsgille is
awakening from its slumber. More than 8 sq
km of land around the port and city centre
are being developed for offices, apartments
and public buildings. The project, dubbed
Euroméditerranée, has attracted architects
such as Zaha Hadid, whose CMA-CGM
Tower dominates the skyline, and Jean
Nouvel who is working on a project for an
135m-high office block. Euroméditerranée

has earmarked €7bn of the required

financing, with €6.3m coming from the
French state and the rest from private
investors. There was added encouragement
for Marseille in September when the city

beat off stiff competition to become

European Capital of Culture in 2013. Aimost
another €100m has been set aside to help
finance young creatives. Marseille could

become a city to rival Barcelona.
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Only 28, Boule, who finished
her studies at Les Beaux
Arts de Marseille a year ago,
is already making a name
for herself as a designer.
She recently signed a deal
with Belgian company
Vange. “What’s amazing
about Marseille is that it's a
meeting point for so many
different cultures,” she says.
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